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H oxéon tou Aonpondpn He Tov avBpwno

Egyptian vulture and man

O AoTipormiapng €ixe TAVTa OTEVH OXé0N ME TOV AvBpwTTo Kat
181aitepa PE TNV KTNVOTPOYIa.

Epgaviletar oe moANoUg pvBoug, Bpuloug kat mapadodoelg
OTIG OPEIVEG KOIVOTNTEG TNG XWPAG HAG, aANG Kal o€ Adikég
mapadooelg MOAWYV AAWVY XWPWV. ZUXVA CUVOEETAL E TOV
£PXOHO TNG AvolEng, KaBwe ot AvBpwTol TnG umaiBpou cuvé-
Seav TNV AQIEN TOU pE HAVTIKEG TTPAEEIG KL EUXEG YIa EVOIWVO
TMEPACHA OTN VEA EMOXN Kal TAOVGLA TTAPAYWYI) KTNVOTPO-
PIKWV TTPOTOVTWV.

Eivai to mp@to mouAi 6TOV KOG0 TOU TPOGTATEUTNKE PLE VOO Mo
Tou¢ Dapaw, pe motvii Bavarov, avayvwpilovtag €61 Tn onpavTl-
K1} Tou cupBoAr} 0TV KaBapioTNTa TWV OIKIGPWVY aMd Ta GKOUMi-
S1a Kot Ta umoAgippata Tpo@¢ TWV avlpwmwy!

The Egyptian vulture always had a very close relationship with
man and in particular with animal husbandry.

Itis present not only in myths, legends and traditions of upland
villages of our country, but also in folk traditions of many other
countries. It is often linked with the beginning of spring, when
people linked its arrival with spells and wishes for an auspicious
transition to the new season and an abundant yield in livestock
products.

The Egyptian vulture was the first bird to be protected by law, as in
thetimes of the Pharaohs, killing an Egyptian vulture was punished
with death penalty. Thus they acknowledged the importance of the
species in keeping the towns clean from rubbish and food remains.
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O HIKPOG aUTOG YUTIAG TTOU UEXPL TN SEKAETIA TOU
1980 amotehoVoe éva amod Ta 1Mo Kowvd €idn yoma
NG XWPAG pag, onpepa Bpioketal 0To XEiNog TG
e€apdaviong.

‘Exovtag umootei peiwon peyaldtepn amd 80%
Katd Ta TeAevtaia Xpovia, Atyotepa amé 15 {ev-
yapta anopévouv mAéov otnv EANGSa. Ze epLoxég
mou TPLV Aiya xpovia To €id0o¢ fTav Koo, 6mwe n
‘Hrelpog, onjpepa n 6£a éotw Kat evog Aoipomndpn
QAMOTENEI OTIAVIO PAIVOHEVO.

Back in the 80s, this small vulture was one of the most
common vultures in Greece, while nowadays it’s at
the brink of extinction.

The national population has suffered more than 80%
decrease, meaning that today, less than 15 pairs
survive in the whole of Greece. The Egyptian vulture
was common in Epirus not so many years ago, while
now, seeing just one of these majestic birds flying in
the skies of the region has become a rare spectacle.
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H Spapatikn peiwon tou MAnBucpol Tou Acmipondpn oei-
Aetal o€ peyalo U6 oTnVv mapavopn xprion SnAntnpt-
ACHEVWV SOAWHATWV. H TapAvopn auTr TTPAKTIKI OmOTE-
A&l peyaAn mAnyn yia Tnv EAANVIKA @UON Kal éxel 0Onynoel
07O MAPENOOV O€ EEAPAVIOEIC TPOOTATEVOHEVWY APTIAKTI-
KWV MOUMwV amd MOANEG iepLoxég TnG EANadag. Xapaktnpt-
OTIKO Tapadelypa ival o [UTTAETOG, TTOL CrHEPA ATAVTATAL
povo atnv Kptn.

One of the main factors explaining the dramatic decrease in
the species population in Greece is the illegal use of poison
baits. This illegal practice entails terrible consequences for
the nature of the country, and has in fact caused the local
extinction of many protected raptor species in numerous
regions of Greece. Such is the case of the Bearded vulture, which
now can only be found on Crete.

Baoikég amel\ég yia tov AoTiporidpn givat emiong n éAAeunpn
TPOPRAG ANOYW TNG eyKATAAEWNG TNG ENeVBEPNG KTNVOTPO-
®iag, n nAektpomAn&ia oTig KOAOVEG TOU SIKTUOU NAEKTPI-
OuoU, N 6XANON KAl N KATAGTPOP TWV BIOTOTIWYV TTOU £XEL
avAaykn yta tnv empiwor| Tou.

Other threats for the species are the abandonment of
traditional ways of farming causing the decrease of food
availability, electrocution on power line poles and habitat
destruction and disturbance.
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pondpn eivai oto xépi pas!
Av mapatnproete Aomporndpn 1j Bpeite kamolov
SNANTNPIACHEVO 1) TPAVHATIOHEVO TAPAKANOUHE
gvnpuepwoTe TNV OpviBoloyiki (210 8227937 & 2310 244245)
Sivovrtag tnv akpifr O£cn Tou movAiov

Saving the Egyptian vulture is up to us!
Ifyou see an Egyptian vulture
or find an injured or poisoned bird, please call
the Hellenic Ornithological Society
(phone: +30210 8227937 & +30 2310 244245)
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